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2026 Diary 
 

March 
 

Sat 21  Working Bee 
 

Wed 25  Student Free Day 
 

Thur 26  Grade 6 Easter Market 
 

Sat 28  Bunnings Cake Stall 
 

Tues 31  House Cross Country 
 

April 
 

Thur 2  Last Day Term    
    2.30pm Finish 
 

Mon 20   Term 2 Starts 
 

Tues 21  PCG meeting 
    7.30pm 
 

Fri 24  Girls AFL Gala Day 
 

Mon 27  RACV Road Safety 
   Junior school 
 

Tues 28  Whole School 
    Photo Day 

May 
 

Fri 8  Mothers & Special    
    Person Day Stall 
  Fire Ed - Preps Incur 
 

Mon 11  LT4 Swimming week 
    Commences 
  Fire Ed - Preps Incur 
 

Tue 19  District Cross Country 
 

Wed 20  LT3 Healesville  
    Sanctuary Excursion 

This Saturday is our annual Working Bee which is focused on the cross country 
track with some other support required to move mulch at the front of the school. If 
you are planning on helping out, please bring any tools that will help with pruning, 
cutting back of bushes, whipper snipping grass, wheelbarrows and shovels. The 
BBQ will be fired up for all to enjoy!  Thank you in advance for your help.   
 

The cross country event is one of the most anticipated events of the year and we 
invite community to be present to cheer on the students as they compete. The  
Easter Market is also upon us and will take place at lunchtime on Thursday next 
week.   
 

It was great to see a number of families enjoying the grounds, connecting and 
catching up with one another last night at the family picnic. Thank you to the 
Community Liaison Committee for the planning and organization of this          
community event. Please see a report from Mrs Ridley further in the newsletter.  
 

After our School Council Parent Reporting Meeting last week, I can officially   
announce and congratulate our executive committee and general members. 
 

 School Council President :  Devi Crosby 
 School Vice President :  Charelle Churchley 
 Treasurer :    Josh Dunne 
 General members :   Melanie Gordon,  Georgia Allen,  
     Vincent Tsoi,   Andrew Hodgson,  
     Georgia Schumann,  James Lumsden,  
     Michelle Freeman and Dalal Nehme. 
 

Thank you for your interest and ongoing support of the students and community of 
Ringwood Heights Primary School. 
 

A small reminder that Wednesday 25th is a pupil free day and Kelly Club is open 
for bookings.  
 

Kim Bride 
Principal 

Wellbeing @ RHPS 

 

The whole school family picnic was so much fun! It was fabulous to see so many 
of our families catching up and spending time together. The music, the             
conversation and the clearing weather made for a really lovely afternoon. Thank 
you to everyone who attended for contributing to the friendly, welcoming          
atmosphere! Thanks also to Andrea from Maroondah Council’s Children and  
Family Services. It is always good to know about the range of services available 
through our local council. 
 

Our family picnic couldn’t happen with the organisational efforts of our         
Community Liaison Committee. Thanks to Donna Hey for taking the lead, and 
Harry Gore for providing engaging entertainment. Here are some of the reflections 
from our students: 
 

 “It was really fun playing with my friends and siblings at the school             
picnic!” (Bior, JS) 

 

Uniform Shop 
 

Opening Hours 
 
 
 

Monday:        8.30-9am 
 

Wednesday:       3.15-3.45pm 

https://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/Community-support-business/Community-Directory/Maroondah-City-Council-Children-and-Family-Services
https://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/Community-support-business/Community-Directory/Maroondah-City-Council-Children-and-Family-Services
https://www.instagram.com/ringwoodheightsprimaryschool/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhappyfamiliesfamilyeducation.lt.acemlna.com%2FProd%2Flink-tracker%3FredirectUrl%3DaHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZzY2hvb2xzLmhhcHB5ZmFtaWxpZXMuY29tLmF1JTJGbG9naW4lMkZyaW5nd29vZA%3D%3D%26sig%3D8hfJzP4ubDF4ET
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 “My favourite part of the picnic was dancing with 
my friends.” (Sarah, JRC) 

  “I really enjoyed when the parents joined in with 
the dancing.” (Naira, JHK) 

 “My favourite parts of the picnic were dancing 
and playing with my friends.” (Charlotte, JF) 

 “It made me so happy to get an icy pole at the end 
of the picnic.” (Chloe, 3CG) 

 “I enjoyed that lots of people were dancing and 
singing to the music.” (Max, 3S) 

 “I really liked playing with my friends after 
school, and dancing and listening to the            
music.” (Lillian, 3BE) 

 “It was fun to play basketball with my friends and 
make connections with people I don’t know very 
well. I also really liked the music.” (Alex, 4DC) 

 “The best part was getting the chance to hang out 
with the whole school community. The activities 
were fun!” (Noah, 4N) 

 

If you are interested, here are the details of two      
upcoming information sessions that might be helpful. 
 

• “Autism - Life on the Spectrum” by              
Anglicare’s ParentZone. For parents and carers 
of children on the spectrum. Wednesday 25th 
March, 10-11:30am. ONLINE 

      https://www.anglicarevic.org.au/events/autism-life
-on-the-spectrum-online/ 
 

• “Increasing protective factors” by KidsROAR. 
For parents and carers of early years to Grade 6 
students. Tuesday 24th March, 8-9pm. ONLINE 

      https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/kidsroar-parent-
carer-session-early-years-to-  grade-6-families-tickets-
1983318807944?aff=ebdssbdestsearch 

Jude Ridley 
Wellbeing Leader 

 
 

Junior School 
In Prep: A Visit from Mia the Paramedic!  

 

On Tuesday the 17th of March, Stanley’s Mum Mia 
came to visit us! Mia is a paramedic. A paramedic is a 
helper who comes when someone is hurt or very sick. 
They make people feel safe, help their bodies, and 
take them to the hospital if they need to. We think 
Mia is a hero!  
 

 “Thank you for coming to school to show us 
around the ambulance. I love you Mum!”              
- Stanley  

 

 “Mia is very kind and she is a helper. She makes 
sure that people are safe” - Emma 

 

 “I liked going on the bed in the ambulance. Mia 
pressed a button and it went up really high! I’m 
scared of very high things but I am not scared of 
that!” - Matilda S 

 

 “I was impressed by the sirens. The sound was 
cool” - Bior 

 

 “I had a great time looking inside the Ambulance. 
I noticed the bed was inside and there was a seat. 
I’m wondering, why do ambulances need to make 
that loud noise?” - Dani  

 

 “I liked the siren because it went 
“EEEeeeeOOoooo” and I also liked the           
ambulance because it was colourful” - Ruby 

 

Clean Up Australia Day at RHPS 
 

As part of our Big Question we have been looking 
into the school values and how we can show them. 
Our school values are respect, teamwork,                
responsibility, creativity and friendship. 
 

A couple of weeks ago when we were learning about 
being responsible, we found out about Clean Up 
Australia Day. It is an annual event that began in 
1990 - that’s over 35 years ago! During March,     
people across Australia work together to pick up   
rubbish and stop litter entering waterways and being 
harmful to the environment. Putting our rubbish in 
the bins at school and picking up rubbish that we see 
on the ground is a way that we can be responsible. 
 

What did we do in JHK? 
 

Gathering rubbish: 
 

We used the gloves and bags that Clean Up Australia 
sent us. We showed teamwork as we picked up     
rubbish in the forest.  

 
 

https://www.anglicarevic.org.au/events/autism-life-on-the-spectrum-online/
https://www.anglicarevic.org.au/events/autism-life-on-the-spectrum-online/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/kidsroar-parent-carer-session-early-years-to-grade-6-families-tickets-1983318807944?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/kidsroar-parent-carer-session-early-years-to-grade-6-families-tickets-1983318807944?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/kidsroar-parent-carer-session-early-years-to-grade-6-families-tickets-1983318807944?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
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Displaying the rubbish in graph form:  
 

After collecting and organising the rubbish into      
categories, we looked at how we could display this 
data.  

Students identified that the rubbish collected looked 
like a bar graph but needed more information to 
show what it meant. As a class, students added a title, 
counted each piece of rubbish and labelled what each 
axis could be. They were able to add these features of 
a bar graph to the image. Students then took this   
information, in its collected form, and discussed how 
we might show it as a pictograph. Using whiteboards 
and workbooks each student explored representing 
the data in a different format, both individually and 
together, to display their ideas and information.  
 

When discussing the image of their rubbish       
collection students noticed: 
 

Ben: I noticed there’s a little one (band aid) behind 
the other one, so there’s 8, not 7. 
 

Jacob: [The title of the graph could be] Rubbish we 
collected. 
 

Noah & Lara: In this graph the bags are so much. 
There are 8 soft plastics. 
 

Noah:  The cloth and the paper are the same! They 
are the least.  
 

Students’ use of the data displayed in a pictograph:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 Clara’s data collection          Anisa’s data collection 
 

What did we do in JF? 
 

In JF, we made a pictograph to show where we 
thought we would find rubbish in the schoolyard. 
Most people predicted that the forest would have the 
most rubbish. The oval had the second most votes. 
 

We visited eight places in our schoolyard. Most   
rubbish was found at the senior playground and 
around the edge of the oval. The least amount of  

rubbish was found in the Prep playground. Good job, 
Preps! Most rubbish was plastic from food wrappers, 
and there were three soda cans. 
 

Harriet and Sam were our data collectors whose job 
it was to make note of the different types of rubbish 
that was being collected. They came up with 14 dif-
ferent categories of rubbish! 

After collecting all the rubbish, we counted and    
sorted it into three groups: rubbish, recycling, and 
lost property. We counted 326 pieces of rubbish,     
17 bits of recycling and 6 items of lost property. 

This is our bucket of 326 pieces of rubbish! 
 
 Harriet: I noticed when I was data collecting that 

there was mostly plastic. 
 

 Lily & Vienna: There was a lot of rubbish on the 
oval. 

 

 Becky, Thomas & Navy: We noticed that most 
of the rubbish was small. 

 

 Kip: I noticed that there were a lot of plastic and 
food wrappers. 

 

 Henry & Jonah: We noticed that there was not a 
lot of lost property. 

 

 Ellie & Charlotte: We noticed there was heaps 
of rubbish in the senior playground and on the 
oval. 

 

 Poppy: There was a lot of plastic. 
 

 Jack: I found a squiggly purple thing. 
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Learning Team 3 
 

Self Managers  
in the Library 

 

This term in the library we have been developing as 
self managing readers. We have done that by being 
able to go into the library to browse and borrow     
independently and learning to look for the books that 
we want independently - Lillian 3BE 
 

Do you know in the library space we are now able to 
access our catalogue on any computer? We can scan 
the QR code with our Chromebooks and it takes us 
straight to the library catalogue website. If we want 
to search for Dogman we can type Dogman and click 
series and it will show you all of the Dogman books. 
We can then look at the call number and find the 
books we want in the right space in the library           
- Paddy 3CG 
 

Ms Butcher got us to think about our library as a  
suburb, the different types of books as being in their 
own neighbourhoods, the shelves as streets and the 
call numbers as the address of the book and like the 
numbers on our letterboxes. Thinking like that helped 
us to find the books on the shelves - Quinn 3S 
 

When we imagine the call numbers as the numbers 
on a letterbox and they help us to identify which 
neighbourhood and street we need to look in. 
 

• If the call number is just one letter the book lives 
in the picture fiction neighbourhood. 

 

• If the call number has three letters we know that 
it lives with the novels in the fiction              
neighbourhood. 

 

• And if the call number has three numbers and 
three letters it lives in the non-fiction section  

- Archie 3BE 
 

Ms Butcher then made a scavenger hunt for us to 
complete. She gave us some clues to find different 
types of books, then we had to figure out what to 
search in the catalogue and use the different          
categories to find those books. Some examples are: a 
mystery book, a book published before we were born 
and a novel about a family - Gigi 3CG 
 

As you can see we are learning lots of new skills to 
help us use the library independently. We are very 
excited to see where this takes us. We think it will be 
very helpful during iTime, when we are looking for 
books for enjoyment and our stretch books that help 
us reach our literacy goals - Jasper 3S 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Team 4 
 

Term 1 Interschool Sport 
 

This term all Learning Team 4 students participated 
in Summer Interschool Sports every Friday morning. 
Students spent some weeks practising and training, 
and other weeks playing against schools in our area, 
including Our Lady’s PS, Croydon PS and          
Marlborough PS.  
 

The sports played were Basketball (mixed and girls), 
Volleybounce, Cricket (mixed and girls), Hot Shots 
and Sofcrosse.  
 

All students showed wonderful sportspersonship and 
upheld our school values when representing RHPS.  
Thank you to all the teachers and parent helpers who 
coached, scored, umpired and cheered students on in 
their games. A big thank you to Mrs Hallam for her 
organisation of Interschool Sports. 
 

Here are some reflections from 4DC 
 

This term, we competed in a range of different 
sports. Some of us were on a bus, going to another 
school to compete, while the rest of us stayed at 
school, while our opposing team came here. We all 
worked hard and had fun. 
 

I was in the girls’ Volleybounce team, and I enjoyed 
how we all supported each other, and helped each 
other to achieve our best. 
Even if we didn’t win, we all congratulated each  
other, and the other team, and we were all positive 
about it.  

Abby 
 

I really loved that my team (Volleybounce) was    
always hopeful that we had just as good a chance of 
winning as any other team, and it fuelled us to be a 
better team. In the end we lost two games and won 
one. I can't wait to see what the scores are next week. 

Charlie 
 

It was amazing to see all of our hard work pay off 
from our very committed training sessions for girls’ 
basketball.  We were very competitive but showed 
lots of great sportspersonship and good                
companionship to the other teams. 

Chloe 
 

I played for the girls’ basketball team. I enjoyed it 
because I got to play against other schools. My team 
worked really well together by encouraging each  
other even when we missed a shot. We also worked 
well by passing the ball around to our team.   

Lexie 
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Please note that no fresh cream is allowed due to 
council regulations. 
 

Paper plates and sticky labels were sent home with 
students last week. Multiple plates are welcome, with 
additional plates available at the office. Alternatively, 
baked goods can be provided in clearly named     
containers to be returned after our volunteer helpers 
have packaged up the donated goods for sale. 
 

Cake stall donations can be delivered on Friday 27th 
March to the staff room between 9am & 3:30pm. 
 

Next PCG meeting 
 

Our next PCG meeting will be held the first week 
back for Term 2 on - 
 

Tuesday 21st April, at 7.30pm 
 

Everyone is welcome, we will be taking all things 
Term 2 and beyond! 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES

We hope everyone enjoyed the Choc Top Day last 
Friday. There was a lot of excitement in the yard at 
lunchtime, which was wonderful to see! A special 
thank you to all our wonderful volunteers for your 
help in making the day a success. 
 

Easter Raffle 
Last week of Term 1 

 

We will be holding our annual Easter Raffle in the 
last week of Term 1, and we need your help! 
 

Raffle tickets 
 

Raffle tickets have been sent home with each eldest 
child. Tickets are $1 each or 3 for $2. 
 

Please return your ticket sales money and ticket stubs 
(with name & class on each stub) to the office no  
later than Monday 23rd March. 
If you need more tickets… just ask at the office.   
 

Raffle prize donations 
 

Easter-themed donations appropriate for children  
e.g. craft, decorations, novelty gifts or sweet treats 
will be gratefully received. Donations can be dropped 
into the office by Wednesday 25th March. 
 

We appreciate your support and thank you in         
advance! 
 

Bunnings Cake Stall 
Saturday 28th March 

 

We're holding a cake stall at Ringwood Bunnings on 
Saturday, 28th March, and we need your help!  
 

Bunnings will be running their own BBQ to raise 
money for the Good Friday Appeal for the Royal 
Children’s Hospital, and we will be doing our bit too 
- 50% of the money raised from our cake stall will be 
donated to this worthy cause on behalf of our school.  
 

We encourage you to get baking or purchase baked 
goods to be donated and get down to Ringwood  
Bunnings on Saturday 28th March to raise funds for 
both the RCH Good Friday Appeal and our          
wonderful school! 
 

Looking for inspiration on what to bake or buy?   
Anything you enjoy baking or eating! Think cookies, 
whole cakes, loaf cakes, banana bread, gingerbread 
men, bags of toffee popcorn, bliss balls, rocky road, 
honey joys, chocolate crackles, cupcakes, hedgehog 
slice, muffins, lemon slice and brownies We ask that 
you label your baked/purchased goods and ensure to 
list all ingredients.  

Please note that whilst Ringwood Heights PS appreciates the financial support provided by the organisations advertising 
in Heights Happenings, the school does not necessarily endorse any of the products or services advertised.  No             
responsibility is accepted by the school for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them!” 

Parent Community Group 


