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? 2026 Diary

February
Fri 20

Mon 23 e District Swimming
Event
* Dental Van Visit
Week

Tues 24 * Info Nights
LT3 5.45pm
LT4 6.30pm

Thur 26 * Info Night
Junior school 5.45pm

* Prep Nurse Visit

Fri27 e Prep Nurse Visit
March
Mon 2 e Division Swimming
Event
¢ Community Catch Up
morning
Mon 9 e Labour Day Holiday
Fri 13 ¢ Choc Top Day

Wed 25 e Student Free Day

Sat 28 ¢ Bunnings BBQ Day
Tues 31 * House Cross Country
April

Thur 2 e Last Day Term

2.30pm Finish
Mon 20 e Term 2 Starts

Tues 28 * Whole School
Photo Day

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours

8.30-9am
3.15-3.45pm

Monday:
Wednesday:
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this Land and Waters and pay respect to their Elders past, present and emerging.

WhatsApp groups — a friendly reminder....

WhatsApp groups are fabulous and are set up as a space to help class groups or
year levels stay connected, share important updates, and support the children
throughout the year.

To keep the groups helpful and positive for everyone, please keep messages
related to class activities and school matters, and communicate with kindness and
respect. If there are any specific concerns about a child, parent, or teacher, it’s best
to address those privately with one of the school leaders.

We also kindly ask everyone to be mindful of privacy when sharing information
and to consider the timing of messages, so as not to overwhelm one another with
notifications. If at any time you leave the community (RHPS), we ask that you
leave the Whats App group by removing/deleting yourself, to help protect
everyone’s privacy.

Thank you for being part of a supportive and caring parent community. Together,

we can make this a positive and successful experience for all children and adults
alike.

School Council 2026

Following the close of nominations for School Council, I declare the following
people elected to School Council.

DET members:
Georgia Schumann
James Lumsden
Michelle Freeman
Dalal Nehme

Parent members:
Josh Dunne
Vincent Tsoi

Who join continuing members
Andrew Hodgson

Devi Crosby-Ung

Georgia Allan

Charelle Churchley

Melanie Gordon

School Council

The School Council is constituted under law by the Government. It is a legal body
representing the Government and is the meeting place where staff and parents
jointly, on behalf of the school community, make decisions related to school
issues. The Council is supported by various committees. Two of these key
committees are the Education Committee and Community Liaison Committee. All
parents are very welcome to attend our committee meetings. Our meeting dates
and times for 2026, along with the purpose of the committee, are listed below.

Education Committee

This committee consists of parents and teachers and is responsible for making
recommendations and developing proposals related to the curriculum and
reviewing policies all within Government and DE guidelines. Meetings take place
in the staffroom at 5:30pm on the dates listed below.
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Community Liaison Committee

This committee consists of parents and teachers and is
responsible for making recommendations for
strengthening the partnership between the school,
parents, and the broader community. They organise
whole school events such as the - Welcome Picnic and
the Christmas Concert, advertising boards for the
school and assist in the Prep Transition process. As
part of the Community Liaison Committee, Class
Contacts are established. Each Learning Team has one
or two parent representatives. As well as welfare, they
plan events for parents and families in their level to
strengthen relationships within the community.
Meetings take place at 5:15pm in Room 11.

Education. & Finance (6.30pm) Council
Community or as negotiated (7.30pm)
Liaison (5.30pm) g =P
#1 : February 10
#2 : March 10
* Finance 6.30pm
¢ Parent Reporting meeting (AGM) 7.00pm
* New Council 7.30pm
#3 : May 5
#4 : June 16
#5 : July 28
#6 : September 1
#7 : October 13
#8 : November 17
Term Dates
Term One :  Students begin 28 Jan - 2 April
Term Two : 20 April — 26 June
Term Three : 13 July — 18 September
Term Four: 5 October — 18 December

Public Holidays

Mon 26 Jan - Australia Day
Mon 9 Mar - Labour Day
Fri 3 Apr - Good Friday
Mon 6 Apr - Easter Monday
Sat 25 Apr - ANZAC Day
Mon 8 Jun - King’s Birthday
Tues 3 Nov - Cup Day

Working Bee — A call for help

School Council has scheduled the Term One Working
Bee for Saturday March 21, (9.00am — 12.00pm or
until finished! ). The main tasks will be to prepare the
Cross Country track for the school cross country event
on Tuesday March 31. We will also take the
opportunity to move the mulch from the front car
park to the front garden. Tools such as small
chainsaws, large shears, secateurs and whipper

snippers will help with clearing paths, cutting back
debris and generally making the track safe for our
students to run on. Wheelbarrows and shovels etc
will be helpful for the mulch.

BBQ and refreshments are provided! We hope to see
you there.

NAPLAN

The NAPLAN test window for Year 3 and 5 students
will commence on Wednesday 11 March 2026 and
finishes on 23 Monday 2026. Please see attached to
this newsletter more detailed information.

Kim Bride
Principal

Wellbeing @ RHPS

At Ringwood Heights, we are committed to
providing a safe, inclusive, and engaging learning
environment where every child can thrive. We have
noticed this year that an increasing number of
students are wearing makeup, fake nails and
excessive jewellery. Whilst we believe
self-expression is important, and becomes more
prominent in the senior school, we are also noticing
this is impacting on safety and learning. Student
attention in our classrooms is distracted by grooming
and fixing makeup and jewellery, rather than on the
learning taking place. Time is being spent at break
times in bathrooms rather than playing and
socialising. Other children are feeling the pressure to
join in or keep up with the rising trend. In terms of
safety, students are having difficulty participating
fully or safely in sports and PE.

We have talked with the senior students about the
impact of this trend on their wellbeing, and will
continue to reinforce our school values of respect
and friendship.

Parents and carers, we would love your help in
supporting the wellbeing and learning of your
children. We ask that you please have a conversation
with your child whether or not they need to wear
makeup and accessories at school. They are
encouraged to not bring any makeup to school. We
will continue to talk to our students about this and
ensure that their wellbeing and learning is at the
forefront of these conversations. We appreciate your
support.



Ringwood Heights Primary School - No 4911

Happy Families Term 1
live event with Dr Justin Coulson
Wed 25th Feb, 8§pm

Anti-Fragile: Building Resilient Kids Through Life’s
Challenges
In this live webinar, Dr Coulson will explore:

e What resilience truly means and why it matters

e Why resilience is declining in our screen-focused
world

e Why risky play and face-to-face connections
support life skills and resilience

e How the current resilience deficit damages our
children’s present wellbeing and future adult life

o Practical strategies to reverse this trend by
helping your child forge a strong sense of
identity, develop genuine competence, and build
lasting hope.

The event is free, however registration is essential.
Registering with this link will provide you access to
the webinar:

https://happyfamiliesfamilyeducation.ac-page.com/
Answers-with-Dr-Justin-AntiFragile-Register-HFS

Attached to this newsletter is a short, 2 page article
by Dr Coulson answering the question, “When
should kids get a smart phone?” Definitely a
worthwhile read!
Jude Ridley
Wellbeing Leader

Junior School
Start of School Reflection

We’ve had a wonderful start to the year, with our
students settling in beautifully and embracing the
excitement of new learning. During our recent
Wonder Workshop, specialist sessions, and
classroom activities, the children took time to reflect
on what they’ve enjoyed most so far and the goals
they’re setting for themselves as learners.

We were delighted to welcome our Junior School
families to the Open Afternoon last Friday. It was a
joy to see our students proudly guiding their special
people through their classrooms and sharing the work
they are so excited about.

Enjoy reading our Junior School reflections
below:

Ellie (JF) - I have been enjoying Wonder Workshop
and I made a recount book with one of my friends. I
have also started to make a graphic novel.

Becky (JF) - In the Junior School we have started
Wonder Workshop. I’ve been enjoying Wonder
Workshop. I have made a lot of creations.

Naira (JHK) - In Wonder Workshop we have been
writing recounts and books. It is fun.

Isla (JRC) - We have had lots of fun so far. We
made books and we made learning games. We also
made animal homes.

Harriet (JF) - We have been listening to stories and
they told us that it is okay to be different. We have
learned about how we can write to express our
feelings.

Skyla (JRC) - In Wonder Workshop, we were
making some animals that we could count. I made
sheep, a bunny and a cockatoo. I hope you have a
good rest of the day.

Yusra (JF) -1 have had fun at school. We have been
doing Art, Library and P.E.

Juniper (JRC) - In Junior School, we have got off to
a positive start. We have been settling into routines
and focusing on our learning.

Ella (JHK) - We have talked about our birthdays and
the months of the year. We also learned about the
seasons.

Norah (JRC) - I have liked learning about numbers.
I like learning new games in Numeracy. It is different
from last year.
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Learning Team 3 eating their lunch together.
Reading is Thinking Here are some of their thoughts on their early Buddy
This term we have been focused on B days:
using think marks when reading to show ,, + 'l loved making my buddy a magical lasagne in
our thinking. Each LT3 class is reading " - the sandpit, where each bite tasted different!' -

a different ‘Stuff Happens’ text. The %;9— ] Ruby JS

main characters are kids that are around ° SACk ¢ -+ 'T've enjoyed reliving the Prep experience' -
the same age as us going through tough = j‘ @3 Freya L T4
|

situations with their friends and at get—i = + 'It has been nice remembering what it is like to be
school. Below are some examples of our F s a prep and learning to be a buddy' - Noah LT4
thinking - Violet + 'l liked balancing on the monkey bars with my

buddy' - Jude JS

+ 'We've liked reading together and playing tag
with our buddy' - River and Ahmad LT4
'T liked reading books together' - Olivia JS
Tve liked eating together with our buddy'

In 3BE we are reading Ethan, last week we made
predictions as we were reading the story. My first
prediction was “I think Ethan will become friends
with his project group because they will win the
competition and enjoy their time working together”

_ HOlly - Eliana LT4
. + 'l enjoyed playing on the prep playground
— I wrote a text-to-self connection about together' - Mollie LT4
Ethan, “Ethan reminds me about * 't was fun to draw about books together' - Evie
myself because I like books too. Books JS

o= — help me to learn more words and to ) .
FAD’ - learn about people and places” - Zander We are looking forward to a lot more fun activities
@ ™ together throughout the year!

' ~In 3CG we are reading Fadi. We made

&mmgj text-to-text connections. I connected
Fadi to Little Lunch. In Fadi he
accidentally hurts a friend when they are playing
rugby and in Little Lunch Rory often gets in trouble
for hurting his friends and he has to go to time out.
Both of them reflect on their behaviour and realise
that they need to be safer and respectful” - Emaan

In 3S we are reading Jack and we
recently made text-to-world
connections. “In Jack some
professional soccer players come to
his school to teach a clinic, I know ]
that lots of people in the world go and Q @ f
see professionals in person to learn 1
from them” - Amayah

As you can see, the LT3 classrooms have already
been very busy reading and thinking about the
characters, their actions and how they connect to
ourselves, other texts and the world. We know that
our connections will become deeper as we learn more
- Ivy

Learning Team 4
Level 4 and Buddies!

The Grade 5 students have been so excited getting to
know their Prep buddies over the last few weeks.

They have been able to enjoy time together in the
playground, reading books in our Library Resource
Centre, playing games in the Prep classrooms and
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Parent Community Group

Thank you to those who came to our first PCG Wine
and Cheese night. It was a lovely evening and a great
opportunity to catch up with friends, connect with
new people and hear about the Parent Community
Group and our 2026 plans to support our beautiful
school and celebrate our incredible community.

We have since created a WhatsApp group of parents
keen to hear more about our upcoming events and
where you may be able to lend a hand. If you’d like
to be part of that, please let us know. Everyone is
welcome.

AGM

We hosted our AGM on Tuesday night and elected
the following positions;

e President - Melanie Gordon
e Vice President - Jade Dunne

o Secretary - Rachel Hodgson
e Treasurer - Tanya Kluka

e General Member - Sarah Marsh

Upcoming events for Term 1

We have some great events in place for this term and
will be starting work towards our major fundraiser
for the year, to be held in November. Further details
on each of these events will be shared over the
coming weeks. In the meantime, details of the
upcoming events for this term are below:

e Choc Top Ice Cream Day- Friday 13 March.
Look out for an order form coming home soon.

¢ Bunnings Ringwood Cake Stall - Saturday
28 March, raising funds for both RHPS and the
Good Friday Appeal. Cake and slice donations
towards our cake stall will be invited to be
dropped off at RHPS on Friday 27 March. More
details to come.

e Easter raffle - to be drawn the last week of
Term. We will be welcoming Easter themed
donations to contribute to the raffle prizes until
the week ending Friday 27 March. Raffle tickets
for sale will be sent home with students in early
March.

For your diaries- our Next PCG meeting

Our next PCG meeting will be held
Tuesday 21 April, at 7.30pm. Everyone is welcome.

KIDS ENTERTAINMENT
SCHOOL COMMUNITY CATCH UP

WHEN: TUESDAY 17™ MARCH
4 -5.30P.M.

WHERE: UNDER THE BIG TOP N

WHAT TO BRING: A SNACK

AND A PICNIC RUG.



